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would publish by his son, a dispen- 
sation, of which the whole world, 
for eighteen centuries, was to mis- 
understand the nature and condi- 
tions.* Varieties in opinion there 
have been, and of course, many er- 
rors ; but all Christians are agreed 
as to the reality and importance of 
that truth which was their common 
object.f If their eager search after 
truth, was so very vain and super- 
fluous, may not the duties imposed 
by religion, (concerning which, 
there has been also great variance of 
opinion among Christians, ) be deem- 
ed equally uncertain and unimpor- 
tant? Under this extravagant and 
blind toleration, what systems of 
more or less latitude will you intro- 
duce, as pure and perfect Christiani- 
ty? With regard to its founder, 
his mission, his origin, his nature, 
his atonement, his authority; how 
various and inconsistent the senti- 
ments you will admit all equally 
doubtful, equally unimportant ! 
With regard to man, his origin, his 



• The very novelty of these systems, is, 
in my mind, a sufficient confutation. 
Some modern writers seem to think that 
the science of religion is as much capahle 
of improvement, as systems of human 
knowledge, 

As if religion were intended, 

For nothing else but to he mended ! 

I cannot help thinking, that if Christian 
truth be stilt a secret, it is not likely 
ever to be discovered. 

f The variations and errors in doctrine, 
may prove that religious truth is diffi- 
cult of attainment, not that it is unat- 
tainable. Many of these erroneous doc- 
trines may arise from the wrong way in 
which the inquiry is made, and more 
through the neglect of any inquiry what- 
soever. A very great portion of man- 
kind are incapable of the examination ; 
and those who have education and lei- 
sure, neglect it ; either believing as their 
parents believe, or taking up their reli- 
gion by accident. 



nature, and destination, how many 
opinions must you admit, with e- 
qual and opposite claims to truth, 
all alike unconnected with the Chris- 
tian religion, alike indifferent in the 
eyes of God. The spirituality and 
immortality of the soul, the resur- 
rection of the body, the divinity of 
Christ, his redemption of mankind, 
his resurrection, &c, are thus treat- 
ed as doubtful, but unimportant 
questions ; dfficiles nuga, not belong- 
ing to Christianity; which is thus 
reduced to a mere name, a profes- 
sion of believing; nothing, even re- 
garding tha founder himself of that 
religion ! 

The consequence from all this 
would be, that truth and error are 
equally pleasing to God ; that all 
sects, even of Jews and Mahome- 
tans, may be equally good Chris- 
tians; and that all men (provided 
only they have the constraining prin- 
ciple,) may rest easy as to opinions, 
no mattor how rashly taken up, or 
how unreasonably adhered to. 

Deprecating, as I do, principles 
and results so injurious to the unity 
of Christian truth, and indeed, so 
discouraging to religious inquiry, I 
have thought it right, in their be- 
half, to enter my solemn protest in 
the pages of the Belfast Magazine. 

C. C. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



RAMBLE OP AN INUUISI FIVE TRAV- 
ELLER. 

(Continued from No. 73, page 111 J 

"VJEAR the ruins of a church, in 
•i-^i Ballycarry, resides one of those 
poets, who hecameso common in this 
kingdom, after the success of Rob- 
ert Burns. The effusions of the a- 
bove poet, who, " from thrashing 
straw, turned to thrash his Brains," 
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have often filled the "poet's corner," 
of the Belfast news-papers, by 
which means some of his pieces 
have found their way into the same 
department of some public papers, 
in North America. He also, some 
years ago, published a small volume 
of poems, whicli was honoured by a 
very respectable list of subscribers. 
Several pieces, both in prose and 
verse, have since been presented to 
the public, all of which have been 
well received, particularly his es- 
«ays. Lately his muse is said to be 
indolent. Rumour charges some of 
these imitators of Burns, that, like 
their prototype, they sip other waters 
than those of Castalias, and they 
are said to bear some resemblance 
to one another, viz. equally free 
from excise duties. 

A late author wisely advises au- 
thors, " to keep out of the road of 
one another;" and now feeling the 
justice of this remark, as I hope 
from this ramble to lay claim to the 
title of author, I take leave of the 
poet, hoping, even yet, to see his 
verses in the "pott's corner," or 
some more lasting columns. 

Soon after leaving Ballycarry, I 
reached Bellahill, the seat of Noah 
Dalway, esq., whose fine mansion 
stands on a declivity, a little to the 
right of the road. It is highly 
worthy of record to Irishmen, that 
its present venerable owner was one 
of the representative burgesses of 
Carrickfergus, at the legislative uni- 
on with Britain ; and one of those 
who nobly distinguished themselves, 
opposing to the last, the schemes of 
corruption and profligacy. 

The first of the Dalway family 
who arrived in this country, was 
Captain John Dalway, an officer in 
the army of Queen Elizabeth. On 
the settlement of the escheated 
lands of Ulster, Captain Dalway ob- 
tained a grant of the lands of bella- 
hill, from James 1st; also those of 



Braidisland, of which the family are 
still lords paramount. About the 
same time he also obtained a grant 
of a tract of land adjoining the cor- 
porate county of Carrickfergus, and 
now declared to be within its fran- 
chises, though the grant or deed de« 
clares it to be in the county of An- 
trim ; the inquisition held respect- 
ing the boundaries of the lands of Car- 
rickfergus, the annual receipts for 
crown rent, also expresses those lands 
to be in the county of Antrim ; yet 
the inhabitants pay cess and tythe 
to Carrickfergus, and enjoy privi- 
leges the same as the inhabitants of 
other parts of that corporation. 

Passing Bellahill, my attention 
was arrested by a prospect of the 
bay, town, and castle of Carrickfer- 
gus. The lofty battlements of the 
castle presented a most majestic ap- 
pearance, while the numerous vessels 
passing, with those at anchor in Gar- 
moyle, gave an interest to the whole, 
far exceeding that of antiquity, 
however splendid. 

The view of the opposite side of 
the bay was at least equally inter- 
esting; glowing with that green 
fertility which distinguishes our is- 
land, and presenting the towns of 
Bangor and Hollywood, with nume- 
rous intervening villas ; terminating 1 
with a faint prospect of Ballyina- 
carret and Belfast, beyond which, 
save the tops of some hills, all was 
involved in the obscurity of dis- 
tance. 

I entered Carrickfergus by a long 
irregular suburb, called the Scotch 
quarter, chiefly inhabited by fisher- 
men, whose ancestors, of the same 
calling, arrived here from Scotland 
during the horrid persecution of the 
inhabitants of that country, by 
Charles II, when he strove to con- 
vert by the faggot and gibbet. 

The body of the town is sur- 
rounded by a high wall, once of a 
considerable strength, now moul- 
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dering to ruin. Some places also 
appear to have been torn down, 
Merely for the stones. So much 
alteration has been produced by 
tine, that what was raised little 
more than two centuries ago, at 
vast trouble and, expense, chiefly 
by the inhabitants for their protec- 
tion, and which has since stood 
" the rage of conquering years in- 
■viulate," is now taken down, and it 
is scarcely asked by whom. 

This town lays claim to great an- 
tiquity s it was anciently of very 
considerable note, and shared fully 
in the ravages of ancient times. A- 
bout A. D. 960, history mentions 
its being plundered by the Danes of 
Lough Mrangford, then called 
Lough Cuain ; and on the conquest 
of the maritime parts of Ulster, by 
the English, in 1182, it become one 
of their chief settlements, and was 
created a county corporate, and en- 
dowed with several valuable com- 
mercial privileges, and a large tract 
of country around the town, for all 
of which, the inhabitants were only 
bjund to find the crown one Kerns, 
with a bow without a string, and an 
arrow without feathers. 

The first charter was taken from 
the corporation, by Sir Henry Sid- 
ii')', lord deputy, he alleging that 
it was then unfit to ba held by any 
body of men; and the inhabitants 
afterwards remonstrating with 
Queen Elizabeth, she ordered an- 
other charter to be made out, but 
differing from the former. In the 
preamble to this charter, the inhabi- 
tants are complimented for their 
loyalty and obedience in all ecclesi- 
astical affairs, their strict attendance 
at church, " and their embracing 
God's true religion," with which 
services her majesty appeared highly 
pleased. 

This attendance, which was then 
deemed so praiseworthy, appears to 
have been continued, as a few years 



after, Queen Elizabeth, in a letter to 
the lord deputy Russel, states that, 
" she was informed that there was 
neither man, woman, nor child, in 
Carrickfergus, attainted with papis- 
try," and alleges that th« like hon- 
ourable fact was not to be found 
elsewhere. In 1600, in the records 
of the town, we find the corporation 
requesting Sir Arthur Chichester, 
then governor, to banish all out of 
the town, who did not attend church 
each Sunday ! For many years af- 
ter the English settled here, the go- 
vernor, for the time being, resided 
in this town ; but his government 
extended to only a few places on 
the coast of Ulster, the O'Neills and 
M'Quillans possessing the interior, 
Even in the reign of Elizabeth, the 
English held only Carrickfergus, 
Upper and Lower Clandeboy, 
Route, and Glynn's ; and even these 
were sometimes overrun by the 
Irish, they more than once penetrat- 
ing to Carrickfergus. 

In 1592, the governor of this 
town issued a proclamation, which, 
as it is curious, and has never ap- 
peared in print, I shall here lay it 
before the reader, verbatim. 

" Whereas, by reason of the 
greate warres whiche of lonnge 
tyme have continewed in this north- 
easts part js of Ullster, the comaine 
wealle, as well of the towne of Car- 
rickfergus, as of the countrye neer 
abowte it, huthe in a maner been 
quytte defaced and overthrowne, 
this countrye beinge so dispeepled, 
as a greatt parte therof lyeth still 
waste for lacke of inhabitacon, and 
that peopeli lyckwyse whiche be 
nowe re-plantinge in the same, by 
meanes of ther lonnge discontinew- 
ance from cwiel government, re- 
maine alltogether ignoraunte of the 
comon and general! good whiche 
wolde arysse unto ail persons by 
mackinge a dew and ordinary re- 
coresse unto some establyshed mar- 
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kett, whearin thay may at one saelfe 
same tyme bothe sell and utter from 
themselves any suche comodoties as 
they have to departte withe all, as 
allso buye and provyed any suche 
other needfull things as ther neces- 
eety dothe require; for reciresse 
whereof, the Governor of the up- 
per and lower Clandaboyes, the 
Rowte, the Glynes, the LufTeren, 
and Kyllultogh, as also her majes- 
ties forces withein the towne of 
Carrickfergus, havinge consethered 
and confered uppon this present 
matter, and suche other circum- 
stances as unto it for this tyme 
maye be belonginge, have thought 
good to nottefie and publishe this 
resolucon thoughte mett for this 
cause, as a matter tendinge to the 
good service of her majesties, and 
the gsnerall profiitte and comodetoy 
of all sortts as is aforesaid : and 
whereas, hearetofore it hathe bene 
an ordynarycowstome, that the poor 
husbandman and others beinge fol- 
lowrs unto any lord or chefl'e of a 
countery, or any other gentell of 
meener quallity have bene subjecte 
to be molested and arested, as well 
ther bodeys as any ther goodes for 
the debts of ther lord, or other one 
whome thay wear dependinge as 
followers or undertenants, whereby 
it enswed that the greater partte of 
ther husbandemen and poore la- 
bourite pepell are put in greatte 
fear and doute, tobesoyll intreated 
as is aforesaid, yf thay should mack 

recorsse to the marckitte: 

it is therefore, by the governor af- 
foresaid, thoughte goode for the 
avoydinge of all suche feare and 
doubte as atlorsaid, to give nottise 
that everie mane that shall come to 
the marckeft withe any comodites 
to be solid, shal be proseckted and 
deffended from any kinde of debts 
owing by them or the lords under 
whome thay have heretofore lyved, 
or herafter may live, shal passe aad 



repasse from fryeday noune till 
sonneday at night, so longe as they 
be-have them-sellves orderly accord- 
inge to ber majesties good sub- 
jecs." Chr. Carleill. 

Within this town was formerly a 
monastery, belonging to the Fran- 
ciscan, or Grey Friars, said by some 
antiquarians to have been founded by 
Hugh De Lacy, earl of Ulster, in 
1232 ; who was interred in it in 
1243. Some authors, however, al- 
lege the monastery to have been 
founded by the O'Neills, or Mac 
Ginnis's ; be this as it may, there 
were religious houses here, prior to 
the time it is mentioned to have 
been founded by De Lacy, for 
William, Prior of Craigfergus, is 
a subscribing witness to a charter 
granted by Sir John De Courcy, to 
the abbey of Canons Regular, at 
Downpatrick, about the year 1200* 

On the site of part of this build- 
ing, is built the court-house and jail 
of the county of Antrim, begun in 
1777, and finished in 1779, which cost 
the county £5785 6 4. The num- 
ber of prisoners here, prior to an as- 
size, is usually averaged between 70 
and 80, and there is generally an in- 
crease equal at least to the supposed 
increase of population. The jail ex- 
penses do much more than keep 
pace with both, as may be seen by 
the following original document, 
carefully transcribed. 

From Ilia April, 1747, to 19th 
August, 1773, the greatest number 
of prisoners confined, was G4; this 
was in April, 1772; average 25. 

On the 20th April, 1700, there 
were nu criminals confined. From 
April 17th, 1702. to June 15th, there 
were no criminals, save Denis Hor- 
net, a notorious ruffi.n. From Oc- 
tober 13ih, 1764, to February 3d, 
1705, there was only one criminal, 
lsabei Leviston^a convict. 

From 12ih April, 1702, to 2d Ap- 
ril, 1763, the total expenses of the 
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comity Antrim jail, was jglS 2 0. 
From 12h April, 1763, to 5th August, 
the. same year, the total expenses 
of maintaining prisoners, was only 
£\ 11 8. In 1813, the tntal ex- 
pensesof this j ail, was £JV.) 17 I). 

From January, 1717, to J anna v, 
1773, fitiy-four persons were Irakis- 
ported from the county Antrim jail, 
only one of these was a female, 
Rose Creilly. The number of exe- 
cutions of convicts, during the above 
period, is believed to have been 16 ; 
one of whom was a female, Sarah 
Magee. The greatest number of 
executions was in May, 1772, when 
nine suffered ; eight for crimes com- 
mitted as Htaft.i of Steel. 

From April, 1737, to April, 181+, 
twenty-four persons were executed, 
fifteen of whom were for murder. 
The number transported within the 
last mentioned period, has been much 
more considerable than formerly ; 
many of them were female*. 

In 1747, prisoners only received 
lOdf . per week, and in many instan- 
ces, when ordered to be transported, 
only Od. or 7 1. ; and in .some cases, 
only 3d. of 4d. ; in February, 1757, 
it was raised to Is. 2d. 

These returns all relate to 
the county Antrim. In the county 
ofCarrickfers.us,none have been exe- 
cuted since 1772 ; and very fe * have 
been tried since that Lime for capital 
offences. 

From the county Antrim jail, I 
passed to that of t'arrickfergus, an 
antique building, situated near the 
market place Thi; jail also once 
belonged to the county of Antrim, 
bnt buna both insecure and incom- 
modious, it was in 1770, ceded to the 
county of Carrickfergus; ihecoutuy 
cf Aiii rim, in. exchange, receiving a 
plot ol ground, on which to build a 
court-house. 

On Carrkkfergns being taken by 
the French, in 1760, seven of the 
prisoners confined in jail, were liber- 
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aied, leaving four others in custody, 
all criminals 

April 15. u, 1763, William Martin, 
a viiilier of the 2Jth regiment of 
ton, being sentenced f.ir execution 
the following day, for a murder 
co ninliiril in Belfast; the grenadier 
company to which he belonged, en- 
tered this town abo it twelve o'clock 
at night, anJ with sledges and crow 
irons, broke open the dungeon door 
liberated him, and completely eiluct- 
ed his escape. The soldiers alst 
liberated Robert MGulliham, who 
wis to have' been executed next 
day for felony ; but though loudly 
and earnestly entreated, they did 
not liberate Sarah Magee, alias, 
Dngherty, then under sentence for 
pfenning her husband. Site wag 
executed the foilowiuu diy. 

Knar this prison stands the castle. 
It presents little novel from other 
old castles, and has now rather a 
modern appearance, from its late 
repairs. As a fortress; it could make 
but a poor defence against ao army 
conducted on the present system of 
warfare, having been built by the 
fiist English settlers, prior to t.'ie in- 
vention of artillery ; its present em. 
brasures are said to harve been most- 
ly made during the reign of queen 
Anne. Thelargest room in thiscastle 
was formerly called Fergus's dining- 
room; it was, before being made a 
barrack, twenty five feet, ten inches 
high, forty feet lon<;, and thirty 
broad. On a stone chimney piece in 
this room, was an inscription, now 
plastered over. The characters were 
much obliterated, and <\>uid not be 
read ; they wen* suppnsed to be 
Irish, and appeared plainest when a 
person stood a lew yards oil. With- 
int'his castle was formerly held the 
assizes for the county of Antrim; 
it wis then ^overued by a resident 
constable, who had under i.im twen- 
ty warders, who enjoyed several 
valuable privileges, among which, 
Kk k 
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was that of the constables having 
the be&t fish out of each boat be- 
longing to the town. ThisprivHege 
was claimed and taken by the mili- 
tary commander, so late as 1755, 
but the custom was then abolished. 
Within this castle was formerly a 
draw well, thirtj'-seven feet deep ; 
its water was famed for medicinal 
purposes. On being cleaned out in 
1696, a great quantity of iron was 
found in it of an unusual shape, 
which is believed to have caused the 
virtue in its waters, as we are in- 
formed it had none after that time. 
The people, however, who are sel- 
dom pleased with rational causes, 
ascribed the failure of its virtue to 
its being sold by a soldier of the 
garrison, who is said to have been 
struck blind for this impious act. 

The church is an antique build- 
ing, with gothic windows ; the out- 
side is supported by buttresses. This 
church is believed to have been the 
chapel of the Franciscan Friars al- 
ready noticed. The aisles were 
built about 1620 ; the north a. sic by 
the Chichester*, the south by the 
corporation. According to tradition, 
thii church was founded on the site 
of a pagan temple. This account is 
probably true, as it is known that 
our primitive churches were usually 
built on such foundations, to altiact, 
as much as possible, the veneration 
of the people, who were converted, 
as it were, by stealth. 

Numerous charities have been 
left to the poorer this place, by dif- 
ferent persons; the most consider- 
able are given in annual salaries to 
individuals; the others are distribut- 
ed annually by the church wardens, 
each Christmas; at present 2 1 5 persons 
appearoo their list, nota few of whom 
are rather in decent circumstances. 

Near the chutch stands a neat 
chapel, belonging to Methodists ; it 
was opened for public worship in 
October, 1812. 



The Methodists here, according 
to my informant, possess, in an am- 
ple degree, all the formal gloominess 
of their sect ; also a full portion of 
fanaticism, under the mask of hu- 
mility. The following anecdote 
will perhaps best demonstrate their 
creed, and shew what portion they 
possess of true Christian charity. 

A member of this sect, a short 
time ago, was somewhat sceptical 
as to the existence of nis Satannic 
majesty. One evening after class 
meeting, he communicated his doubts 
to his pious brethren, who one and all 
were shocked at such gross impiety, 
which they declared, surpassed the 
most hardened infidels in their 
neighbourhood. 

Their astonishment having a little 
subsided, they began to expostulate 
with the delinquent on the folly of 
such erroneous opinions; beginning 
at the third chapter of Genesis, and 
quoting all pieces to the Revelations, 
that bad any relation to his sable 
highness, and closing tbeii observa- 
tions with this remark, " that he 
who denied one tittle, denied the 
whole." Notwithstanding tliis pious 
conversation, which, it must be ad- 
mitted, was well adapted for such a 
desperate, case, the delinquent still 
continued refractory, and the matter 
was now laid before their preacher, 
who was, if possible, more surprised 
than the relators had been. The 
schism was considered the more ex- 
traordinary and unexpected, as the 
sceptic had previously been rather 
admired for soundness of orthodoxy ; 
so much so, that the learned preach- 
er compared the affair to the fall of 
Satan himself. 

A conclave was now held, the de- 
linquent was sent for, and the 
preacher as chief inquisitor, informed 
him that he must instantly recant 
his erroneous opinions respecting 
the Devil, or " that a heavy baud 
should be soon laid upon him." At 
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these threats the accused whs amused, 
and set the preacher's threats at 
defiance, and without much cere- 
mony, left the conclave sitting in si- 
lent astonishment; perhaps as much 
so as they would have been at the 
appearance of Belzebub himself. 



To tit Profritft »/ tie Btlfait Mmgaxat. 



ON REMUNERATION TO SURGEONS AT- 
TENDING CORONERS* INftUESTS. 

TTHE following letter has been 
lately written to Sir Samuel 
Romilly on the subject of the at- 
tendance of medical persons on cor- 
oners-* inquests. It is sent for pub- 
lication m your pages to direct pub- 
lic attention to what may be fairly 
considered as a defect in our crimi- 
nal jurisprudence in an important 
point. K. 



" Th6 occasion of a woman dy- 
ing in this town under suspicious 
circumstances has renewed some o- 
pinions I liave long entertained on 
the subject of a defect in oar crimi- 
nal jurisprudence, in relation to toe 
assistance of medical persons both 
before the coroner's inquest, and 
on the subsequent trial : and on de- 
fects of the criminal law, 1 know 
of none to whom we can apply 
more suitably, than to Sir Samuel 
Romilly. 

" In Ireland, and I suppose in 
England also, there is no legal pro- 
vision for remunerating the surgeon. 
The consequence is that many, es- 
pecially the mote skilful and emi- 
nent in their profession, keep out 
ol the way, or if they attend, hur- 
ry over the examination in a very 
superficial manner, white in many 
instances bungling practitioners of 
a lower order are employed, who 
are incapable of forming accura'e 
opinions of the causes of death, 



and in some cases may be warped 
in their evidence by an unwilling- 
ness to offend. 

" I beg leave to suggest as a re- 
medy, an act granting an ample re- 
muneration to medical men for a 
thorough and deliberate examina- 
tion of the body, previously/ to 
the inquest, and for their attendance 
at the assizes, which may be held at 
a considerable distance from their re- 
sidence, subjecting to experfses, and 
loss of their professional time. In 
Ireland the coroner is recompensed 
by a presentment of the Grand Jury 
of the county. Surgeons, &c. 
might be paid in like manner, at the 
assises after their attendance." 



Ti tie Proprietor! if tit Belfmt Magemine. 



RECENT INTELLIGENCE FROM FRANCE* 

A CONSIDERABLE number of 
•**■ your readers will be gratified 
by hearing that Thomas Clarkson, 
the intrepid advocate of the abolition 
of the slave trade, has visited Trance 
in furtherance of this great object. 
He found that Louis XVI I J. and his 
ministers were all very sincerely 
anxious for its final abolition, but 
they say, and justly, that as the Eng- 
lish ministry suffered that article in 
the treaty to pass without objection, 
it was acted upon" by the Trench 
merchants. T. Clarkson also asserts, 
that Louis XVIII. told the Duke of 
Wellington, that were he to make 
the proposal of the abolition of ttie 
slave trade, to Great Britain, the; 
people would say that fie was acting 
under the conlroul of the Prince Re- 
gent, which migfft eudagef his 
throne. He howtver referred T. 
Clarkion to Talleyrand 1 , who afler re- 
peating similar sentiments, added, 
that! were the Engfisli lo offer some 
Compensation to Trance, Acre would 
be no difficulty in procuring their 



